
Once again, staff and students at Park School will be collecting  items 
of food and gifts for the Grimsby Benevolent Fund. Donations may be 
sent in with the children until Wednesday, December 14th. Unwrapped 
new  toys, as well as gift  items  for  teens and adults are appreciated. 
Gift  cards  and  certificates  are  a  great  idea  for  teens.  The  following 
items are needed for the Food Bank: cereal (including oatmeal), crack‐
ers,  apple  juice,  canned  vegetables,  canned  fruit,  canned  meat, 
canned  salmon,  toiletries,  large  diapers,  juice  boxes,  lunch  items 
(pudding,  fruit cups, granola bars),  stew, packaged potatoes, canned 
potatoes,  hamburger  helper,  spaghetti  sauce,  canned  tomatoes, 
canned pasta with meat, pancake mix, condiments, salad dressings, cookies, snack items, 
paper products, and baking supplies. Donated Canadian Tire “money” will be used to pur‐
chase gift cards for families. Should you miss our last day for collection, please take items 
directly to the Grimsby Fire Hall. Thanks in advance for your generosity.  

Volume 3 ,  Issue 4  

December  2011  

PANTHER PRESS          PARK SCHOOL 

DE CE M BE R,  A TI M E FO R GI V I N G 

Park Public School 

217 Main St. E. 

Grimsby, ON 

L3M 1P5 

905-945-2445 
www.dsbn.edu.on.ca
/schools/park 

Park—the 
small school 
with the big 

heart! 

MISSION  

STATEMENT 

We at Park believe that 
all students can learn. 

It is our purpose to 
facilitate that learning. 

West Lincoln Memorial Auxiliary  
Presents 

Breakfast with Santa 
Saturday, December 10, 2011  

8:30 AM to 12:00 Noon @ the PK Centre 
Pancakes and Sausage 

Tickets: $5.00 each or $20 for a family 
Tickets can be purchased at the W.L.M. Auxiliary 
office 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon or will be available at 
the door. All proceeds go toward WLM Hospital 

equipment purchases.  
Entertainment will be provided.  

G R I M S B Y  S A N T A  
C L A U S  P A R A D E  

S A T U R D A Y ,  
 D E C E M B E R  3  

 5 : 1 5  P . M .  
T H E   R O U T E   R U N S  

F R O M   T O W N   H A L L   T O  
T H E   T O W N   C L O C K  

Carol Sing Schedule 

 Mon. Dec. 19th 
1:00 PM 

Tues. Dec. 20th 
9:15 AM 

Wed. Dec. 21st 
1:00 PM 

Thurs. Dec. 22nd 
9:15 AM 

Fri. Dec. 23rd  
9:15 AM 

Class Leading 
the Carol Sing 

1-Daniels 
2/3 Munro/Allington 

JK/SK Fish/Coles a.m. 
2-Baseggio/Langdon 

JK/SK Fish p.m. 
Primary Choir 

3-Robertson 4-Gatt 
5/6 Herbert 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

Nov. 27 Nov. 28 Day 8 
Junior Volleyball 
Teams @ Grand 
Ave. School 

Nov. 29 Day 9 

 
Nov. 30 Day 10 

Grimsby Ben. Fund 
Food Drive Begins 

1 Day 1 

 

2 Day 2 

Pizza Day 

3  
Grimsby 
Santa Claus 
Parade 
 

4  5 Day 3 

PSC Fundscrip Pick 
Up at the School 

 

Junior Classes to 
See ‘Hugo’ 

6 Day 4 

 

7 Day 5 8 Day 6 

 

9 Day 7 

Pizza Day 
PSC 2nd Fundscrip 
Order Due 
 

 

1 0  

1 1  1 2 Day 8  

 

1 3 Day 9 

 

1 4 Day 10  

 
Last Day for Food 
Drive 

 
 

1 5 Day 1 

 

1 6 Day 2  

Pizza Day 
PSC Book Swap 
AM 
12:45pm Junior & 
1:05pm Primary  
Skating 

1 7  

1 8  1 9 Day 3 

1:00 pm 
Carol Sing  
 

2 0 Day 4 

9:15 am 
Carol Sing  
PSC 2nd Fundscrip 
Pick Up at the School 

 
 

2 1 Day 5 

1:00 pm 
Carol Sing  
  

 

2 2 Day 6 

Red & Green 
Spirit Day 
9:15 am 
Carol Sing  
3R to Deer Park 

 

2 3 Day 7 

Pizza Day 
9:15 am 
Carol Sing  

2 4  

2 5  2 6  2 7  2 8  2 9  
 

 

3 0  3 1  

D E C E M B E R 2011  

Happy Holidays!  See you Monday, January 9, 2012. 

Character Focus: Generosity 

2:30 p.m. , Dec 27, 28, 29, 30, Jan. 2, 3, 4, 5 
Tim Horton's Free Holiday Skating at Grimsby Peach King Centre 
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CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Catharines 

WAVE (94.7 FM) Hamilton CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines 

CKOC (1150 AM) Hamilton CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie 

CHML (900 AM) Hamilton K-LITE-FM (102.9 FM) Hamilton 

CHAM (820 AM) Hamilton GIANT FM (91.7 FM) Welland 
Y-108 (107.9) Hamilton  

CH – Hamilton 

CityTV Breakfast Television 

CTV Toronto  

Cogeco Channel 10  

 
 

Radio Stations:  Television Stations: 

Websites: 
www.dsbn.org 
www.nsts.ca 

Subscription Features: 
DSBN Facebook or Twitter 
NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts  

Phone: 
Niagara Student Transportation Services 
905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant 

I N C L E M E N T W E AT H E R  
There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transportation can-
cellations or school closures. At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the 
decision of whether or not to have children in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian. Should you decide 
not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools remain open, or if 
your child is ill or late, please ensure that you call your child’s school to inform them of your child’s absence. 
 
A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning of the 
school year. Please let the school know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be followed through-
out the school year. Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is avail-
able through the following channels: 

Volunteers Needed 
Parent volunteers are always welcome at Park School. Please circle below, your areas of interest: 

Holiday Food Drive for the 
Grimsby Benevolent Fund 

Assisting with working with a team of 
students in the Battle of the Books 
competition 

All Star Reading Programme 
for students during school day 

Scientists in School 
programme 

Chess Club -January to 
March (during lunch) 

Games Club (April-May—lunch) 

Lego Robotics Club/Team Scribing for students 
during assessments, etc. 

Helping with Spring Concert Track and Field (May/June) 

Running Club Scanning documents for 
students  

3 Pitch Co-Ed Team 
(May/June) 

Assisting with Park’s End of Year 
Celebration 

Assisting in the Library (tidying, organizing, shelving 
books, etc.) and supervising Earobics program 

 

Name: ________________________________  Child’s Name/Class: ________________________________ Phone #: _____________________ 

P I Z Z A  & M I L K  PRO G R A M  
 

New Pizza/Milk/Smoothie order forms will go home on Monday, December 5th and are due back  to the 
school with payment by Dec. 15. New orders will be effective on Friday, Dec. 16. Forms will also be 
available on the Park School Website http://park.dsbn.org/ 
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Please return to Park School before Monday, December 5, 2011. 

 

Skill Testing  Question:  When does school resume in January, 2012? Answer_________________________________________ 

 

Students(s) Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Teacher(s): __________________________________________________________Grade(s): ______________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

P A R K  SC H O O L  NE W S L E T T E R  BA L L O T 

All students at Park School are expected to go outdoors for fresh air and activity during our recess and noon hour breaks. 
It is important that they be dressed according to the weather conditions and for safety and comfort. It is expected that if 
children are well enough to attend school, they are well enough to go outdoors, except in very exceptional 
circumstances. Please remember that it is also important that our students have dry shoes to wear inside to ensure their 
comfort and safety and allow participation in Phys. Ed. 

D R E S S I N G  F O R  C O O L E R  W E AT H E R 

C H E C K  O U T  T H E S E  C O O L  L A N G UAG E  A N D  F R E N C H  L I N K S !  
Language Links  1. http://www.starfall.com 
  2. http://www.storylineonline.net 
French Links  1. http://www.wordreference.com (translating single words) 
  2. http://www.lsfrench.com/beginners2.html  
      (learn French for free online) 
  3. http://www.digitaldialects.com/French.htm  
      (basic French sentences and games) 

Junior Volleyball 
(written by Ethan C.) 
 

This year was the first year in a long 
time that our school had a volleyball 
team. We had a junior boys team and 
a junior girls team. Each team played 
six games at different schools. The games were on Mondays 
and Wednesdays and both teams did fantastic. They came very 
close to winning many times and gave a great effort. Even if 
they were losing, they didn't give up and they kept playing hard. 
All the volleyball players had lots of fun. The team members 
were:   
• Hanna C., Meagan F., Shelby G., Brooklin G., Andrea H., 

Alex H., Emily H., Darian M., Megan M., Meagan R., Sarah 
S., Ireland V. 

• Nathan B., Isaiah B., Ethan C., Mason G., Henry K., Lukas 
K., Chris L., Dominic L., Michael S., Connery V., Alex W., 
Brandon W. 

Park School Soccer 
 (by Ethan C.) 
 

This year our Park School soccer team did 
an amazing job. There was one soccer tour-
nament and it lasted a day. The tournament was at Smith 
School. Each team played three games. Both the junior boys 
and junior girls teams did fantastic. The boys team won their 
first game and the girls came very close. Both teams played 
hard and they almost won a few more games. All the players 
had fun and they are all looking forward to being on the team 
next year. The players on the team are:   
• Hanna C., Meagan F., Shelby G., Andrea H., Alex H., Emily 

H., Darian M., Marcella M., Megan M., Meagan R., Sarah S., 
Ireland V. 

• Daniel A., Jared B., Matthew C., Ryan C.,  Ethan C., Ethan 
D., Mason G., Kaden H., Nicholas H., Lukas K., Chris L., 
Jordan N.,  Connery V., Alex W., Brandon W. 
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Communication Matters 
Smart Talk from your Board Speech-Language Pathologists 

 
The ability to communicate is perhaps the most important skill your child will acquire. Communication skills permit 
children to make sense of their world, to express themselves, and to learn. The early school years emphasize 
language development, social‐emotional growth, and readiness skills. The later grades involve a more complex use of 
language, such as increased vocabulary, more advanced sentence structure, and idioms. At home and at school, 
children use their language skills in activities that involve listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Good 
communication skills also help children get their wants and needs met and socialize effectively. To promote good 
communication skills: 

⋅ Look directly at your child when you speak with him/her; 

⋅ Listen and comment on what your child has to say; 

⋅ Talk together about things you do and places you go; 

⋅ Read and/or talk about books, magazines, and newspaper articles; 

⋅ Write birthday cards, thank‐you notes, grocery lists together; 

⋅ Play games with your child.  

A big thank you is extended to everyone who helped us raise funds through our new initiatives,  
Fund Scrip and Mabels' Labels.  

Just a reminder that you can continue to order Mabel's Labels at our specially created website 
www.park.mabel.ca at any time. Shop for personalized durable sticky labels. clothing labels, bag tags, and 
shoe labels. There are also some great holiday items including return address labels and gift labels.  

Fund Scrip has been successful and based on the feedback we have received from 
parents, we will be exploring our options to continue this including online ordering. 
Fund Scrip is a great way to raise funds by purchasing gift cards for everyday house‐
hold items like gas or groceries. A percentage of the value of your purchase comes 
directly back to the school. We are excited to say that we raised $280 for our first 

campaign in November. Orders will be available for pick‐up at the school during school hours starting December 5th. 
Release of orders requires a parental signature. School Council members will be arranging times for those unable to pick 
up their orders during school hours. Please find attached to this newsletter Fundscrip Order #2 that is due Friday, De‐
cember 9th . These orders can be picked up at the school Tuesday, December 20th. Stay Tuned as we will be holding an 
information session in the new year to outline how Park School can benefit from doing this on a regular basis and to an‐
swer any questions you may have. We will be also introducing the opportunity to order Spiritwear sometime in the new 
year.   

This year for the holidays, Park School Council wants to involve the students in doing some‐
thing special for each other. We are planning to have a book swap the morning of Friday, 
December 16th. This will give students the opportunity to both give and receive. 

From December 1st to 12th, we are asking each student to select 1‐2 gently used books from 
home that they that they have enjoyed but no longer need and bring them to school. The 
students will in turn be able to select “new to them” books during the book swap on Dec. 

16th. Students may bring in an additional 1‐2 books if they wish. These books will be used for the book swap, to supple‐
ment classroom libraries, or will be donated to local charities at the discretion of Park School Council. 

Council Corner 
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KEEP READING OVER THE HOLIDAYS 
In a recent analysis of the reading levels of our students, we found that many students lost ground 
over the summer holidays. This was especially true and most significant in our youngest students in 
Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2. Please keep the reading with your child at home over holiday 
breaks to help reduce this loss in skill. It will make a big difference for your children and their 
progress! 

 
 

 
Wanted: In School Mentor volunteers. 

37 kids are waiting to spend time with a volunteer one hour a week during school hours. The program is about 
motivating kids through playing board games, reading, making crafts and shooting hoops.  

1 hour a week, 1 child, 1 big reason to go back to school! Please contact Brenda @ 905-945-9353 or 
brendabbbs@aol.com  

L I T E R AC Y  T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H 
As a parent, there is much that you can do at home to support your child’s reading skills. 
  

∗ Don’t stop reading with your children just because they can read on their own. Encourage independent reading, 
but keep in mind that children still enjoy being read to. Share a chapter of a book, a newspaper article or information 
from a web site by taking turns reading a page or section. 

∗ Good reading material doesn’t have to come in book form. As well as reading books, let your child enjoy comics, 
newspapers, magazines, cookbooks, TV guides, instruction manuals, and reading on the Internet. These are all part of the world 
of Literacy. 

∗ Discuss reading. Talk with your children about what they are reading and what they think about the story and the characters. 
Ask them to tell you about an exciting part of a book or an interesting fact they’ve just read. 

∗ Have older children read to younger ones. Encourage your developing reader to read out loud to a younger sibling or cousin. 
Learning to read with expression will help them to read more fluently. Fluent reading leads to greater comprehension. 

∗ Keep a reading log or journal. Have your child keep a record of the books he or she has read. Creating a chart of books they 
have read can be an incentive to read more. Some children might prefer simply writing down the title and author and what they 
thought about the book. 

∗ Watch a good book. Read a book with your child and then rent the movie version. Many children’s books and stories have been 
made into movies. Talk about how the book and movie are the same and how they differ. 

∗ Invest in a good dictionary. Encourage your child to look up words they don’t understand. This helps to sharpen spelling skills 
as well as build vocabulary. 

∗ Let your child choose reading material. Children are more likely to become keen readers if they have reading choices. While 
fiction engages many children, others prefer how-to-books, books on a specific sport or hobby or magazines. World Records 
books are also popular picks. 

∗ Talk to teachers. Ask for input and advice from your child’s teacher about your child’s reading progress. They can offer you 
expert advice and give suggestions for developing your child’s reading skills. 



Park Playground Structure Closed  

For the Winter Season 

Due to the weather conditions and to 
continue  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
the students and community,  the 
Park Playground  structure will be 
closed for the winter season.  

P A R E N T IN VO LV E M E N T  L E A D S  T O S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S  
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Parent engagement matters. Study after study has shown that student achievement improves when parents play an active role in their chil-
dren’s education, and that good schools become even better schools when parents are involved. It is recognized that parent engagement is 
a key factor in the enhancement of student achievement and well-being. 

Students are more likely to be motivated, to earn higher grades, to have better behaviour and social skills, 
and to continue their education to a higher level when their parents are actively engaged in supporting their 
success at school. 

It is equally important to recognize that parent involvement takes many forms. 

• Serving on school councils and Parent Involvement Committees (PICs) 
• Volunteering for field trips and school activities 
• Making sure there is a quiet place set aside to do homework 
• Helping with the homework 
• Meeting with the teachers 
• Talking to your child about their day at school. 

These are all examples of engaged parents. They are all contributing to their children’s education. To make 
it easier for parents to get involved, government funding is available to encourage parent involvement. Find 
out more about parent involvement in schools at: Parents Reaching out Grants, http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/schools.html 

 
1. Connect math to daily life – Let them know the importance of math! Talk about how you use math in your day-to-day life (at the store, in 

your job, around the house). 
2. Counting can be fun and entertaining – Show them math can be fun! Sing songs (One, Two, Buckle my Shoe) and play games (card 

games, hopscotch, board games, Dominoes, chess). 
3. Start Easy and Work up! – For example, after they’ve got counting by 1s, talk about skip counting and count by 2s, then 5s and 10s. 

Don’t jump ahead too fast. 
4. Use household items for practice – Practise adding and subtracting with objects from the house like spoons or pots and pans. 
5. Tap into your child’s curiosity – Go on a number hunt in your house. 
6. Talk about time – Talk about seconds, minutes and hours, then count days and weeks. Ask them questions:  How long until bedtime? 

How many “sleeps” until the weekend? 
7. Practice mental math using coins – Count money or have them show you how much an item costs and practise making change for 

when they’re at the store. 
8. Play the estimating game – Estimate measurements, distances, time and grocery bills and then compare to the actual. 
9. Sports and math – There is a lot of math in sports such as batting averages, points per game and save percentages (discuss these as 

you watch the games or read the newspaper). 
10. Computers + Math = Fun (there are lots of great computer games available to explore math). 

GRIMSBY PUBLIC LIBRARY  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Free, drop‐in program. 
Sunday afternoons from 2 ‐ 4 pm. 

For children in grades 2 ‐ 5. 
Parents must remain in the building. 

Led by a high school student. 

TO P  10  TI P S  T O  H E L P  Y O U R C H I L D  W I T H  M AT H 



P A R K  SC H O O L  LI B R A RY  H T T P : / / D E S T I N Y . D S B N . E D U . O N . C A    

Is your child bringing home books to read from our Park School Library? As we know from the 
research from Stephen Krashen and countless others, access to reading materials is a key factor 
which affects student success. We are pleased to continue to see a trend of increased circulation 
within  the DSBN elementary school libraries. In the past four years, the number of books 
checked out each month by our DSBN students has increased by more than 10,000 resources 
and it continues to rise! Our web‐based school library catalogue is available at home for your 
child to access valuable research tools, discover links to author websites, or even find out what’s 
new in the library! Go to http://destiny.dsbn.edu.on.ca and click on Park School. 

P A R K  FA M I LY  P H O T O  N I G H T  A  H U G E S U C C E S S !   
Our second Park Family Photo Night that took place on Oct. 20th was a huge success. Ten families took 
advantage of the $10 sitting fee which included a free 8x10 family portrait. Each family was allowed 
eight different poses and were welcome to bring props and/or dress in a theme. Poses could involve 
all family members, just children, just mom and dad, mom with children, dad with children and so on 
and so forth. It was a fun event. Thanks to all the families and friends that participated. 

The safety and well‐being of our students is a top priority for the teachers and staff at Park School. We’d like to give a 
few guidelines and tips that will help make our entries and dismissals run smoothly and safely at the 
crosswalk and in the parking lot.  

• All students must be closely accompanied by an adult when entering the cross walk and parking 
lot area. 

• Our school crossing guard, Mrs. Hensen,  is employed by the Town of Grimsby. We encourage all 
students who cross Main Street to do so with her assistance. She will be on duty every day from 
8:30 AM to 9:00 AM, 11:35 AM to 11:50 AM, 12:20 PM to 12:35 PM and 3:20 PM to 3:35 PM. 

• Please be considerate of others by parking ONLY in designated spaces; not  
blocking entrances and exits or the flow of traffic.  

• “No parking” signs have been installed on the west end of the building. Please abide by this sign‐
age. It is critical for this area to be kept clear at all times for emergency vehicles and buses.  

• It is essential that no vehicle be left running when the driver is not present.  

• Those accessing the daycare are asked to use the lot on the east end of the building, when possible.   

• Please consider picking up junior students a block or so from the school to give your children a little ex‐
ercise and to ease the parking lot congestion. 

 

Thank you so much for following these guidelines and helping to ensure our students’ safety. 

P A R K I N G  LO T  A N D  C RO S S  W A L K SA F E T Y  RE M I N D E R S  
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Park School Council – December 


