
Dates to       

Remember: 

October 8 - Thanksgiving 

October 12 - Lunch Lady 

Lunch 

October 15 - Colour House 

Activity 

October 15 - Spirit Wear on 

Sale 

October 16 - DSBN Cross 

Country Meet 

October 17 - Kdgs to Pud-

dicome Farms 

October 19 - Dental Screen-

ing Kdg, 2, 4 and 6 

October 24 - Dress Purple 

Day - Child Abuse Prevention 

October 26 - Lunch Lady 

Lunch 

October 26 - Last Day to 

Purchase Spirit Wear 

October 30 - Halloween 

Luncheon 

October 30 - Niagara Ice 

Dogs Presentation 

October 31 - Halloween 

Parade (more details to come) 

Wednesdays - Pizza Day  

OCTOBER 2018 

Our Fresh from the Farm fundraiser is 

well underway.  Families have an option 

of purchasing Bundle A which consists of 

5 lbs of white potatoes and 3 lbs each 

of carrots, onions and sweet potatoes 

for only $14.00.  Bundle B consists of 8 

lbs of empire apples for only $15.00.  

Purchases can be made on School Cash 

Online. This fundraiser will end on Octo-

ber 10th, so order now so you don’t miss 

out on these two great, healthy, Ontario 

grown fruit and vegetable bundles!  All 

funds raised will go to the Playground 

Improvement Fund to help 

with any repairs that 

need to be done to our 

Playground Equipment to 

ensure the safety of the 

students. 

Our yearly Maga-

zine and Gift Cam-

paign ended on September 24th.  

Thank you to all of the families who 

participated.  Your orders are being 

processed and the students’ prizes will 

be here in the next few weeks.  If at 

any time you wish to order a maga-

zine please keep in mind that you can 

and make sure to order online at 

www.qsp.ca and use our campaign 

number 3650397.  The funds raised 

help offset the cost of offsite activities 

our students participate in.   

FRESH FROM THE FARM 

We welcome Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. 

Khan to our Park Team.  Mrs. Pearson 

will be working with our Grade 5 class 

while Mme Pagano is off.  Mrs. Pearson 

is replacing Mrs. Schooley who received 

a contract job with the DSBN. We all 

send her our Congratulations!   

Mrs. Khan will be our new DECE working 

with Mrs. Knevel’s class.  You may rec-

ognize Mrs. Khan from the YMCA Day-

care last year and she has also been 

one of our supply DECEs the past year.   

They are both looking forward to being 

at Park and getting to know everyone! 
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         PARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

MAGAZINE FUNDRAISER 

On Monday, October 

15th, Park School will 

kick off their Colour 

House teams.  Those 

students that were at 

Park last year will 

remain in the same Colour House.  Those 

new to the school will be told which Col-

our House they are part of. (Red, Blue, 

Green, Yellow or Purple).  On the 15th 

everyone will come dressed in their Col-

our House colour for the first time this 

school year.  As a school we will be 

working on Growth Mindset when we 

meet in our Colour Houses.  We are very 

excited to begin our Colour Houses 

again! 

COLOUR HOUSES 



WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 
On Friday, 

October 

5th we 

recognized 

our teachers for World 

Teacher’s Day. Teachers 

are one of the greatest 

people whom you can 

come across in your life. 

They are not only selfless 

givers, but also the mentors 

of your life. At every step 

of your life, you come 

across teachers who devote 

their entire life in the en-

lightenment of students like 

you. For sure, teachers’ 

definition can’t be limited 

to a subject teacher be-

cause anyone that guides 

you in your life is a teach-

er. Many times in life, you 

feel like thanking your 

teacher but you do not find 

a proper occasion.  So this 

Teacher’s Day commemo-

rate your teacher’s efforts 

and thank him/her for be-

ing the guiding light in your 

life. 

Just a reminder that our supervision begins at 

8:40 a.m. Please do not send your child to school 

prior to that time.  During school hours (8:55 a.m. 

to 3:15 p.m.), our school yard is only available to 

Park Staff and Students. Thank you! 

BATTERY RECYCLING CHALLENGE 

Our students will have a chance to earn 

a Panther Paw for all of the great things 

they do every day.  Our staff will be 

watching and awarding a Panther Paw 

ticket when they are caught showing our DSBN Char-

acter Traits.  Each month, each teacher will make a 

draw and the student that is drawn will win a prize 

from the Park Treasure Box!! 

Our school is participating in the Ontario 

Schools Battery Recycling Challenge (OSBRC) 

by Raw Materials Company. The Challenge 

officially launched on October 15th, 2018 

(Waste Reduction Week) and runs until April 

20th, 2019 (Friday before Earth Day).  

What is the OSBRC? The OSBRC is a battery 

recycling competition between elementary and 

secondary schools across Ontario.  Its purpose 

is to teach children and their families about the 

proper way to handle, store and recycle batteries at home and at 

school.  Since 2014, students and their families have recycled more 

than 3 million single-use batteries. The OSBRC prize pool has paid our 

more than $37,000 to winning schools.   

We will be offering a recycling bin at the school for you to recycle 

your single-use household batteries.   

Why Recycle?  Recycling single-use batteries diverts chemicals and 

reusable materials from our community landfills. When we choose to 

recycle, we effectively displace the need to mine and refine the 

equivalent amount of resources from ore, a major cause of green 

house-gas emissions. 

PANTHER PAWS 

WANTED - Volunteers for this year’s Scholastic 

Book Fair from Nov. 13 to 15.  Please contact 

the office if you are interested in helping and 

are available.  Thank you! 

Spirit Wear is Coming!!! 

Families have been asking when they will be 

able to purchase Spirit Wear.  Watch for the 

order form to be on School Cash Online from 

October 15 to 26.  We will be offering the op-

tion of purchasing a Pink Tshirt Option for our 

students to wear for Pink Shirt Days. 



TERRY FOX 
On Friday, September 14th, Park Public School was hap-
py to participate in the Terry Fox Run. Every year Terry 
Fox runs are held all over Canada with the goal to help 
support cancer research. All of Park's students and 
teachers participated by walking or running over 421 
km as well as many classroom based activities.  Park stu-
dents were enthusiastic participants and raised $250 by 
donating Toonies for Terry.  While wearing red and 
white they showed Canadian spirit by supporting a 
great Canadian cause. Way to Park Panthers!  Thank 
you to Mrs. Singer and the Grade 6 class for organizing 
this year’s event.  Check out the DSBN video capturing 

our event on our Facebook Page! 

GROWTH MINDSET 
This year we will be working on creating a 

Growth Mindset with our students.   Carol 

Dweck is well-known for her work on the 

mindset psychological trait.  Carol Dweck 

identifies two types of mindsets; a fixed 

mindset and a growth mindset.  A fixed 

mindset assumes that your intelligence, tal-

ents and abilities cannot be developed be-

cause they are fixed traits.  However, a 

growth mindset assumes that with effort, 

learning, and dedication our intelligence, 

abilities and talents can be developed.  

We are going to work with our students so 

they know that it is ok to make mistakes 

and to take risks.  Instead of thinking “I’m 

not good at this.” they will think “I need to 

change my strategy.” and try again.   

Our Grade 1 

students shared 

the things they 

can do and one 

thing they cannot 

do “YET”! They 

are working on 

building their 

Growth Mindset! 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Congratulations to the members of the Park School Cross Country team that competed at Nelles School on September 

26th and October 3rd. Each and every team member put forth their best effort. Mrs. Coles is very proud of your accom-

plishments. A few of our runners will be representing Park School at the DSBN Cross Country Meet on October 16th. Wish-

ing these runners all the best! Go Panthers, Go!  Special thank you to Mrs. Coles for training these runners!! 

Team Members are: Brooklyn V., Julian S., John M., Jacob M., Isaak L., Matthew H., Josh H., Jessica F. D., Megan E., Luke 

D., Josh A., Morgan S., Adam S., Reese M., Melanie F., Samantha K., Evan E., Noah C., Maggie C., Mischa E., Isabella C., 

Lana G., Oscar K., Sarah M., Liam M., Jaxson R., Luke S., Jaxson S., Chloe L., Katelyn F., Brayden C. and Gavin M. 

Just a reminder that DSBN Schools are Scent Free 

Buildings.  When you are visiting Park Public 

School please do not wear any perfume or scents .   

Thank you! 



DREAMBOX 
DreamBox Learning is an adaptive learning program, which means it analyzes chil-

dren’s unique input and uses it to provide custom-tailored curriculum paths.  These 

paths are based on the skill children already have, the strategies and methods they 

use, and the skills they still need to learn. By understanding what you child already 

knows, what he or she needs to know, and the methods to which he or she responds best, DreamBox Learning 

presents your child with the best lessons to help him or her move forward. 

For the most part, DreamBox Learning provides this assistance naturally, as children use it. Our goal is to have 

all of our students using DreamBox Learning for a minimum of 20 minutes every night.  It isn’t a lot of time but 

your child will most likely be able to complete 2 lessons in that time frame and be improving their math skills. 

BASIC TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN DREAMBOX LEARNING 

Here are some tips for making sure DreamBox Learning always adjusts to your child’s instructional level swiftly 

and accurately: 

1. Make sure your child is using DreamBox Learning often enough. Our research shows that students should 

spend a minimum of 60 minutes per week using DreamBox Learning (second grade and higher should be 

using it 90 minutes per week). Think of this as a 20-30 minute session every couple of days.  Using Dream-

Box Learning this frequently ensures that the software can accurately keep pace with your child’s ever-

expanding instructional level. 

2. Make sure your child is using his or her time wisely. Students using the Primary Environment should spend 

more of their time in the “Adventure Park” section of DreamBox Learning, doing the lessons with yellow 

borders.  If your child uses the Intermediate Environment, make sure he or she understands that most of his 

or her time should be spent doing the lessons marked with gold coins.  These are the lessons DreamBox 

Learning is specifically recommending to your child, and they will be the most instrumental in making sure 

your child’s progress is adjusted swiftly and accurately. 

3. Make sure your child fully completes the lesson he or she starts.  DreamBox analyzes a student’s input on a 

click-by-click basis, and uses this input to assign the most appropriate follow-up lessons. However, if a stu-

dent does not complete a lesson (e.g. clicks the “Stop” button, closes the browser window mid-lesson, etc.), 

Dreambox does not use the assessment data it has collected from the lesson, because it assumes the student 

must leave for a nonacademic reason, such as eating dinner or going to bed. It is not fair to give students 

bad grades if they have to stop a lesson, so DreamBox chooses instead to ignore the results of the lesson 

entirely. 

4. Help your child understand that mistakes are OK.  In many cas-

es, students exit lessons because they are apprehensive about 

getting answers wrong.  However, DreamBox analyzes a stu-

dent’s incorrect answers, and uses the data to offer the most ap-

propriate follow-up lessons. Therefore, it is important that stu-

dents do not shy away from incorrect answers - wrong answers 

are part of the educational experience, and this is doubly true 

in DreamBox Learning. 

Each month we recognize a 

student from each class who 

completed the most lessons in 

DreamBox.  Congratulations 

to our September High Fly-

ers: Beau, Reed, Dallas, 

Madison, Lana, Luna and 

Selia.  



October is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and 
Wednesday, October 
24, 2018 is Dress Pur-
ple Day, a provincial 
day of action when 
students and staff are encouraged to wear purple and show 
your support for child abuse prevention. This year’s message is 

“Every Child and Youth has a Right to Safety and Well-Being” 

Keeping our School Safe and 

Healthy 

If you have a child with a Prevalent Medical Con-

dition (Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Diabetes, and/or 

Epilepsy) we want to make sure we have a cur-

rent Plan of Care to support your child.   

The Plan of Care form is a new document that 

replaces the Emergency Action Plan. All parents 

of children with Prevalent Medical Conditions are 

asked to fill out the new Plan of Care and submit 

to the school.  

You can download the forms here dsbn.org/

prevalent-medical-conditions.  

For more information, please contact the school.  

COED SOCCER  

When new items are placed on 

School Cash Online you will get an 

email notification on Monday, 

Wednesday or Friday.  Reminder 

emails will arrive in your inbox depending on the end 

date of the item.  Please keep in mind that permission 

forms for school trips, events will also be done through 

School Cash Online.  If you have not registered yet, 

please take a moment to register and ensure you are 

not missing out on anything. 

Congratulations to the Park School Scocer team for win-

ning second place. Everyone played well and were won-

derful ambassadors for the school. It was a great show of 

talent and sportsmanship from all players. This year’s soc-

cer team members were Jessica, Charlie, Megan, Brooklyn, 

Samantha, Julian, Josh H., Gideon, Josh A., Isaak, John, 

Jacob, Sarah, Mischa, Reese, Jack, Gavin, and Luke D.  A 

special thank you to our amazing parent drivers and fans!  

Thank you to Mrs. 

Penley-King and 

Mr. Dyck for 

coaching our team 

to victory! 

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 

TECHNOLOGY FUNDRAISER 

Last year, thanks to your support we were able to raise additional funds to begin to 

improve the technology we have in our building.  In order to continue towards our 

goal of improving our technology we will be selling Poinsettias to prepare for the 

Holiday Season.  Please mark November 19 to 28th down as the dates you will be 

able to purchase the plants and plan on purchasing your Poinsettia this year from us.  

Does your place of business purchase Poinsettias for the holidays?  Please feel free 

to share our fundraiser with them as well.  Walden Gardens in Wainfleet will be 

providing the plants.  A 6” red poinsettia in gold foil will cost $10.00 and an 8” red poinsettia in gold foil will 

cost $20.  50% of sales will come back to the school and go towards our technology needs.  Delivery of the 

Poinsettias will be the week of December 10th.  Thank you again for helping us meet our goals! 

https://www.dsbn.org/prevalent-medical-conditions
https://www.dsbn.org/prevalent-medical-conditions


 Check out our Website!! 

http://park.dsbn.org/ 

The Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 

Primary Division (Grades 1–3) and Junior Division 

(Grades 4 –6), is one measure we use to understand how 

our students are doing in comparison to the Ontario Cur-

riculum. Across the province, EQAO data have helped 

inform teaching practices and continue to serve as a cata-

lyst for improving student achievement. We work as a 

school team to analyze the data and look to what we 

need to improve to meet the needs of our students.  

Results for students who wrote the assessment have been 

sent home. On our PD Day we taok time to analyze the 

type of questions that our students excelled at and those 

they struggled with to help plan for the parts of the cur-

riculum that we need to focus on as a school. We use this 

data and data we collect in class to develop our focus 

and goals to help each student at Park School improve.  

Click to access our        

Facebook Page!! 

Grade 8 Open House Dates & Times 2018 
 
AN Myer November 29 6:30 pm  
Beamvsville November 28 6:00 pm 
EL Crossley November 27 6:30 pm 
Eastdale November 29 6:00 pm 
Eden November 29 6:30 pm 
Greater Fort Erie November 27 6:00 pm 
Governor Simcoe November 26 6:00 pm 
Grimsby November 27 6:00 pm 
Laura Secord November 28 6:00 pm 
Port Colborne November 27 6:00 pm 
Sir Winston Churchill November 26 6:00 pm 
St Cath Collegiate November 27 6:00 pm 
Stamford November 27 6:00 pm 
Thorold November 27  6:30 pm  
Westlane November 28 6:30 pm 

http://park.dsbn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkPublicSchoolDSBN/


THE ELEMENTARY PROGRESS REPORTS 

On November 8th, your child will bring home their Elementary Progress Report. The format was created after years of consultation with parents, 

teachers, principals and students across the province. Although it looks much like the Report Card, this report has a very different intent. The purpose 

of the Progress Report is to share early and specific feedback on your child’s development of work habits and learning skills as well as his/her pro-

gress towards achieving the curriculum standards by the end of the school year. 

Traditionally, when reporting to parents about their child’s progress, teachers have prepared by looking back over the work done. The teacher eval-

uated your child’s progress from the beginning of the school term to the current point in time, and reported on the highlights of achievement as they 

compare to overall curricular expectations. Teachers continue to report on Provincial Term One and Term Two Report Cards in this manner. 

Reporting on the Progress Report is about looking forward. The purpose is to set the course for the learning journey ahead. Based on the evidence 

teachers see, as well as what teachers know about learning at this grade level, the report communicates that path your child is on towards achieving 

the grade level expectations by the end of the year.  For students who are on a modified Individual Education Program, the teacher uses those modi-

fied goals when determining whether a child is progressing well, progressing very well, or progressing with difficulty.   

All subjects that are part of your child’s program in the first weeks of school will be assessed according to the following indicators: 

Progressing Very Well: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student in demonstrating consistent progress and is on track to meet and/

or surpass the provincial standard set for the end of the year. 

Progressing Well: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is demonstrating consistent progress and is on track to meet the provin-

cial standard set for the end of the year. 

Progressing with Difficulty: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is experiencing difficulty towards meeting the provincial stand-

ard set for the end of the year. 

For subjects in which your child is Progressing with Difficulty, the teacher will discuss specific next step plans needed for success. We look forward to 

partnering with you and your child for a year of great learning and growth.  

How Can You Help Your Child Develop Crucial Learning Skills and Work Habits? 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Students are responsible for fulfilling commitments, completing assignments on time and managing their own behavior. 

Help your child learn to plan ahead by asking questions such as, “What do you need to pack for school tomorrow?” 

ORGANIZATION 

Students develop and follow a plan and process for completing work and achieving goals. Students complete tasks by identifying, gathering, 

evaluating and using information, technology and resources. 

Track your child’s assignments and activities on a wall calendar. Children benefit from visual reminders. 

INDEPENDENT WORK 

Students develop independence by following instructions, monitoring progress, assessing and revising plans. Class time is used effectively to 

complete tasks and meet goals with minimal supervision. 

Involve your child in making age-appropriate decisions such as healthy food choices for their lunches and picking out their own clothes. 

COLLABORATION 

Students share information and fulfill various roles within a group to achieve goals. The group works together to solve problems while re-

specting the ideas and opinions of the other group members. 

Play interactive games to practice sharing and taking turns. 

INITIATIVE 

Students seek new ideas and opportunities for learning. The student willingly takes risks and demonstrates a positive attitude while respect-

ing the rights of self and others. 

Promote your child’s interests and support them by providing them with related experiences such as a nature walk or a trip to the library. 

SELF-REGULATION 

Students set and monitor individual goals based on strengths, needs and interests. Appropriate learning opportunities are identified and the 

student perseveres to achieve these goals. 

Encourage your child to set goals of personal interest. Help them to make a plan to achieve their goal such as earning/saving enough money to 

purchase a desired item. 



Hey parents - we're already looking ahead to our annual 
Parent Involvement Conference being held November 7th! To 
learn about the free sessions being offered this year and for 

registration go to:  https://www.dsbn.org/pic/ 

https://www.dsbn.org/pic/

