
Dates to       

Remember: 

October 3 - School Council 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

October 5 - World Teacher’s 

Day 

October 5 - Colour House Kick 

Off 

October 5 - Bus Safety 

Presentations 

October 6 - PA Day 

October 9 - Thanksgiving Day 

October 10 - Last Day for 

Fresh from the Farm Fundrais-

er 

October 10 - Last Day for 

Magazine/Gift Fundraiser 

October 12 - Grade 6 Art Day 

at Living Campus 

October 12 - Open House 

4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

October 16 - DSBN Cross 

Country Meet 

October 20 - Walk to School 

Day 

October 24 - Grade K, 2, 4, 6 

Dental Screening 

October 24 - Purple Day for 

Child Abuse Prevention 

October 31 - Halloween 

Dance-a-Thon 

 

OCTOBER 2017 

We have two great Fall Fundraisers happen-

ing until October 10th.   

Our yearly Magazine 

and Gift Campaign is 

off to a great start.  If 

you visit www.qsp.ca you will be able to find 

hundreds of magazine options and lots of gift 

items to choose from.  Our campaign number 

is 3650397.  Each sale our students make not 

only earns them prizes but also raises funds  

for our school.   

Our second campaign is our Fresh from the 

Farm fundraiser.  Families have an option of 

purchasing Bundle A which 

consists of 5 lbs of white 

potatoes and 3 lbs each 

of carrots, onions and 

sweet potatoes for only 

$13.00.  Bundle B consists 

of 8 lbs of empire apples 

for only $15.00.  Purchas-

es can be made on School Cash.  Each student 

that sells a bundle earns a ticket for a draw.  

One ticket will be drawn from each division to 

win a prize.  Sales from Fresh from the Farm 

also raises funds for our school. 

 

FALL FUNDRAISERS 

We welcome Mr. Haggerty to 

our Park Team.  Mr. Hagger-

ty will be working with our 

Grade 6 class while Mr. Al-

lington is away.  Mr. Hagger-

ty is very excited to be a 

member of Park School. Mr. 

Haggerty is replacing Mrs. 

Singer.  We all congratulate 

Mrs. Singer for receiving a 

contract job.  She is now 

teaching at Harriet Tubman 

Public School.  We wish her 

the best! 

Thursday, October 5th Park School will 

kick off their Colour House teams.  The 

first week in October all of our staff and 

students will be assigned their colour 

team (Red, Blue, Green, Yellow or Pur-

ple).  On Thursday, they will wear their 

colour for the first time.  They will meet 

with their team and create a Team Name, a Team Poster and 

if time a Team Cheer.  We will have special events throughout 

the year where students will have the opportunity to show their 

team spirit while wearing their team colour.  We are very ex-

cited about our Colour Houses and the community building they 

will bring to Park! 

STAFFING UPDATE 
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On Thursday, October 5th we will be recognizing our teachers for World Teach-

er’s Day. Teachers are one of the greatest people whom you can come across in 

your life. They are not only selfless givers, but also the mentors of your life. At 

every step of your life, you come across teachers who devote their entire life in 

the enlightenment of students like you. For sure, teachers’ definition can’t be lim-

ited to a subject teacher because anyone that guides you in your life is a teacher. Many times in life, 

you feel like thanking your teacher but you do not find a proper occasion.  So this Teacher’s Day 

commemorate your teacher’s efforts and thank him/her for being the guiding light in your life. 

WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY 



BATTERY RECYCLING CHALLENGE 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

Our school is participating in the Ontario Schools Battery Recycling Challenge (OSBRC) by Raw Materi-

als Company. The Challenge officially launches on October 16th, 2017 (Waste Reduction Week) and 

runs until April 20th, 2018 (Friday before Earth Day).  

What is the OSBRC? The OSBRC is a battery recycling competition between 125 elementary and sec-

ondary schools across Ontario.  Its purpose is to teach children and their families about the proper way 

to handle, store and recycle batteries at home and at school.  Since 2014, students and their families 

have recycled more than 3 million single-use batteries. The OSBRC prize pool has paid our more than 

$37,000 to winning schools.   

We will be offering a recycling bin at the school for you to recycle your single-use household batteries.   

Why Recycle?  Recycling single-use batteries diverts chemicals and reusable materials from our community landfills. When we 

choose to recycle, we effectively displace the need to mine and refine the equivalent amount of resources from ore, a major 

cause of green house-gas emissions. 

Welcome to all of the new and returning Park students, families and teachers.  The 2017/18 school year is off to a great start and 
the Park School Council is beginning to plan various fundraisers and fun activities.  The first Council meeting is Tuesday October 3rd at 
7:00 - all parents are welcome to attend.  The agenda will cover planned and proposed fundraisers, areas in need of funds, as well 

as a review of activities from last year.  We are always looking for volunteers to join the committee! 

Speaking of fundraisers, we've partnered with Fresh from the Farm for the first time.  This is a great fundraiser for families to share 

with friends and other family members. 

Details 

WHAT: Two healthy farm fresh boxes are available for purchase 

$13 - Bundle A contains: 5 lb potatoes, 3 lb each of carrots, onions, sweet potatoes 

$15 - Bundle B contains: 8 lb of Empire apples 

WHEN: Starting today until Oct 10th  

DELIVERY:  November - date TBA 

BENEFITS: The school keeps 40% of the sales 

More information has been sent home and our school website also has information.  School Cash is the preferred payment option in 
order to ensure your order has been placed and the money has arrived at the school safely. We will need volunteers to help organize 

the orders on the delivery day in November.  For more details, check out their website at www.freshfromfarm.ca. 

As your School Council Executive Representatives, we look forward to a safe and happy school year. 

Sara, Lisa and Miranda. 

http://www.freshfromfarm.ca


DREAMBOX 
DreamBox Learning is an adaptive learning program, which means it analyzes chil-

dren’s unique input and use it to provide custom-tailored curriculum paths.  These 

paths are based on the skill children already have, the strategies and methods they 

use, and the skills they still need to learn. By understanding what you child already 

knows, what he or she needs to know, and the methods to which he or she responds best, DreamBox Learning 

presents your child with the best lessons to help him or her move forward. 

For the most part, DreamBox Learning provides this assistance naturally, as children use it. Our goal is to have 

all of our students using DreamBox Learning for a minimum of 20 minutes every night.  It isn’t a lot of time but 

your child will most likely be able to complete 2 lessons in that time frame and be improving their math skills. 

BASIC TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN DREAMBOX LEARNING 

Here are some tips for making sure DreamBox Learning always adjusts to your child’s instructional level swiftly 

and accurately: 

1. Make sure your child is using DreamBox Learning often enough. Our research shows that students should 

spend a minimum of 60 minutes per week using DreamBox Learning (second grade and higher should be 

using it 90 minutes per week). Think of this as a 20-30 minute session every couple of days.  Using Dream-

Box Learning this frequently ensures that the software can accurately keep pace with your child’s ever-

expanding instructional level. 

2. Make sure your child is using his or her time wisely. Students using the Primary Environment should spend 

more of their time in the “Adventure Park” section of DreamBox Learning, doing the lessons with yellow 

borders.  If your child uses the Intermediate Environment, make sure he or she understands that most of his 

or he time should be spend doing the lessons marked with gold coins.  These are the lessons DreamBox 

Learning is specifically recommending to your child, and they will be the most instrumental in making sure 

your child’s progress is adjusted swiftly and accurately. 

3. Make sure your child fully completes the lesson he or she starts.  DreamBox analyzes a student’s input on a 

click-by-click basis, and uses this input to assign the most appropriate follow-up lessons. However, if a stu-

dent does not complete a lesson (e.g. clicks the “Stop” button, closes the browser window mid-lesson, etc.), 

Dreambox does not use the assessment data it has collected from the lesson, because it assumes the student 

must leave for a nonacademic reason, such as eating dinner or going to bed. It is not fair to give students 

bad grades if they have to stop a lesson, so DreamBox chooses instead to ignore the results of the lesson 

entirely. 

4. Help your child understand that mistakes are OK.  In many cases, students exit lessons because they are 

apprehensive about getting answers wrong.  However, DreamBox analyzes a student’s incorrect answers, 

and uses the data to offer the most appropriate follow-up lessons. Therefore, it is important that students 

do not shy away from incorrect answers - wrong answers are part of the educational experience, and this 

is doubly true in DreamBox Learning. 



 Check out our Website!! 

http://park.dsbn.org/ 

Just a reminder that our supervision begins at 8:40 

a.m. Please do not send your child to school prior to 

that time.  During school hours, our school yard is only 

available to Park Staff and Students.  Thank you! 

CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS 

The following students are Park School’s Cross Country Team: Mis-

cha E., Samantha K., Maggie C., Melanie F., Isabella C., Reese M., 

Sarah M., Evan E., Jason C., Adam S., Lana G., Rowan D., Laine-

Marie M., Vraj P., Oscar K., Luke D., Kaden D., Megan E., Aidan S., 

Bethany A., John M., Jacob M., Gavin E., Jessica F-D., Evan F., 

Charlie G., William K., Jason E. Isaak L. Brooklyn V.     

On Wednesday, September 27th, the cross country runners had 

their first race and many of the runners finished in the top 15 of 

their age category. Our second meet is this Thursday, October 5th 

at Centennial Park. Spectators are always welcome to cheer on the 

runners. 

PANTHER PAWS 
Our students will have a chance to earn 

a Panther Paw for all of the great things 

they do every day.  Our staff will be 

watching and awarding a Panther Paw 

ticket when they are caught showing our DSBN Char-

acter Traits.  Each month, each teacher will make a 

draw and the student that is drawn will win a prize 

from the Park Treasure Box!! 

All Grade 4 students in the school will take the Canadian Cogni-

tive Abilities Test during the period of October 10 and 20, 2017. 

This assessment helps us to identify individual student needs and 

abilities to ensure appropriate programs are provided as well as 

information about student strengths in verbal, quantitative, and 

non-verbal reasoning. The assessment provides a benchmark as 

our students complete future achievement tests - whether these 

tests are teacher-generated, board-wide, provincial or national.  

The Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, Primary 

Division (Grades 1–3) and Junior Division (Grades 4 –6), is one 

measure we use to understand how our students are doing in com-

parison to the Ontario Curriculum. Across the province, EQAO data 

have helped inform teaching prac-tices and continue to serve as a 

catalyst for improving stu-dent achievement. We work as a school 

team to analyze the data and look to what we need to improve to 

meet the needs of our students.  

Results for students who wrote the assessment will be sent home. 

On our PD Day we take time to analyze the type of questions that 

our students excelled at and those they struggled with to help plan 

for the parts of the curriculum that we need to focus on as a school. 

We use this data and data we collect in class to develop our focus 

and goals to help each student at Park School improve.  

http://park.dsbn.org/


THE ELEMENTARY PROGRESS REPORTS 

On November 9th, your child will bring home their Elementary Progress Report. The format was created after years of consultation with parents, 

teachers, principals and students across the province. Although it looks much like the Report Card, this report has a very different intent. The purpose 

of the Progress Report is to share early and specific feedback on your child’s development of work habits and learning skills as well as his/her pro-

gress towards achieving the curriculum standards by the end of the school year. 

Traditionally, when reporting to parents about their child’s progress, teachers have prepared by looking back over the work done. The teacher eval-

uated your child’s progress from the beginning of the school term to the current point in time, and reported on the highlights of achievement as they 

compare to overall curricular expectations. Teachers continue to report on Provincial Term One and Term Two Report Cards in this manner. 

Reporting on the Progress Report is about looking forward. The purpose is to set the course for the learning journey ahead. Based on the evidence 

teachers see, as well as what teachers know about learning at this grade level, the report communicates that path your child is on towards achieving 

the grade level expectations by the end of the year.  For students who are on a modified Individual Education Program, the teacher uses those modi-

fied goals when determining whether a child is progressing well, progressing very well, or progressing with difficulty.   

All subjects that are part of your child’s program in the first weeks of school will be assessed according to the following indicators: 

Progressing Very Well: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student in demonstrating consistent progress and is on track to meet and/

or surpass the provincial standard set for the end of the year. 

Progressing Well: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is demonstrating consistent progress and is on track to meet the provin-

cial standard set for the end of the year. 

Progressing with Difficulty: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is experiencing difficulty towards meeting the provincial stand-

ard set for the end of the year. 

For subjects in which your child is Progressing with Difficulty, the teacher will discuss specific next step plans needed for success. We look forward to 

partnering with you and your child for a year of great learning and growth.  

How Can You Help Your Child Develop Crucial Learning Skills and Work Habits? 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Students are responsible for fulfilling commitments, completing assignments on time and managing their own behavior. 

Help your child learn to plan ahead by asking questions such as, “What do you need to pack for school tomorrow?” 

ORGANIZATION 

Students develop and follow a plan and process for completing work and achieving goals. Students complete tasks by identifying, gathering, 

evaluating and using information, technology and resources. 

Track your child’s assignments and activities on a wall calendar. Children benefit from visual reminders. 

INDEPENDENT WORK 

Students develop independence by following instructions, monitoring progress, assessing and revising plans. Class time is used effectively to 

complete tasks and meet goals with minimal supervision. 

Involve your child in making age-appropriate decisions such as healthy food choices for their lunches and picking out their own clothes. 

COLLABORATION 

Students share information and fulfill various roles within a group to achieve goals. The group works together to solve problems while re-

specting the ideas and opinions of the other group members. 

Play interactive games to practice sharing and taking turns. 

INITIATIVE 

Students seek new ideas and opportunities for learning. The student willingly takes risks and demonstrates a positive attitude while respect-

ing the rights of self and others. 

Promote your child’s interests and support them by providing them with related experiences such as a nature walk or a trip to the library. 

SELF-REGULATION 

Students set and monitor individual goals based on strengths, needs and interests. Appropriate learning opportunities are identified and the 

student perseveres to achieve these goals. 

Encourage your child to set goals of personal interest. Help them to make a plan to achieve their goal such as earning/saving enough money to 

purchase a desired item. 



On Thursday, September 28th, our staff and students watched 

as our new bunker was delivered. 



Grade 8 Students and Parents: Save the Date! 

Starting high school is a huge step in a student's life. 

While it's definitely an exciting time, it also brings with it many 

questions, such as "What's life in high school really like? What pro-

grams and options are available to help me achieve my goals?" 

A great way to have your questions answered is to attend an open 

house.  Grade 8 students and their families are invited to attend 

High School Open Houses from November 27-30. 

Details about open houses will be shared with parents/guardians 

mid-October.  

 

High School Open House Dates and Times: 

Grimsby Secondary: November 28 

Beamsville Secondary: November 29  

Eden High: November 30 – 6:30 

E.L. Crossley Secondary: November 27 - 6:30 p.m. 

MESSAGE FROM THE NIAGARA REGIONAL HEALTH DEPT. 

Grade 7 School Vaccination Clinics  

In the fall, Niagara Region Public Health nurses will be providing all grade 7 students free vaccinations for 

hepatitis B, meningitis and human papillomavirus (HPV). 

Getting vaccinated is one of the best ways to protect your child’s health.  

For more information, please refer to the Grade 7 Vaccination flyer and consent form provided by the 

school health nurse or visit: www.niagararegion.ca/health 

Free Money for 

Your Child’s Fu-

ture! 

What is the Canada Learning Bond (CLB)?  
The Canada Learning Bond (CLB) is a government program 

that gives $500 in education money to children born on or 

after January 1, 2004 whose families receive the Canada 

Child Benefit Supplement (family net income of $45,916 

or less or more based on number of children). 

 Sound good? Keep reading…  
• The Government will add $100 more every year the child 
is eligible, up to age 15.  
• Each child could get up to $2000 (plus interest) in RESP 
contributions!  
• NO family contribution is required 
• The Canada Learning Bond is retroactive for children born 
2004 or after 
 

Great! Here is How You Get Started:      Go to: StartMyRESP.ca/EFNiagara 

http://www.niagararegion.ca/health/schools/curriculum/default.aspx
StartMyRESP.ca/EFNiagara


Students that visit their classroom with a parent will receive a ballot for a draw.  

Park School has been lucky enough to have 2 Niagara Ice Dogs Tickets donat-

ed.  One draw winner will receive the tickets to the game on Thursday, October 

26th against Oshawa. 


