
Dates to Remember: 

Nov. 1 -  Niagara Ice Dogs’ 

Presentation, Colour House Day & 

PIC Conference 

Nov. 3 - Picture Retakes, Random 

Act of Kindness Day,  K-3 Fred 

Penner Concert & Last Day of Food 

Drive 

Nov. 6 - Gr 4-6 at YMCA a.m., Jr. 

Volleyball at Grand Ave 3:40 p.m. 

Nov. 8 - Battery Recycle Presen-

tation &  Jr Volleyball at Jacob 

Beam 3:40 p.m. 

Nov. 9 - Report Cards Go Home &  

Gr 4-6 at GSS a.m. 

Nov. 10 - Remembrance Day 

Assembly 11:15 a.m. 

Nov. 11 - Choir Performing at 

Cenotaph 

Nov. 13 - Gr 4 - 6 at GSS a.m. 

Nov. 15 - Pink Shirt Day &  Gr 4-6 

My Life Online Presentation 

Nov. 17 - PA Day &  Family Night 

at the Niagara Ice Dogs’ Game 

Nov. 20 - Gr 4 - 6 at GSS &  Jr 

Volleyball at Gainsborough 3:40 

p.m. 

Nov. 21 to 24 - Book Fair 

Nov. 22 - Gr 4-6 at YMCA a.m. 

Nov. 23 - Book Fair Night 4-7 pm 

Nov. 24 - Family Movie Night 

Nov. 28 - School Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

Nov. 30 - Last day of New Sock 

Fundraiser 

November 2017 

Sometimes, in order to help our children pro-

gress past difficult questions, we want to inter-

vene directly. This is perfectly natural—after 

all, what parent doesn’t want to help his or 

her child succeed? This approach makes us 

feel like we’re an active part of our children’s 

education process, and it makes our children 

happy because they feel the success of get-

ting the answer right.  

However, in DreamBox Learning, this ap-

proach can have a negative effect on your 

child’s progress. Our GuideRight™ technology 

adapts to each child by using his or her unique 

answers to questions. Ideally, the questions 

DreamBox asks are just challenging enough 

that your child will occasionally provide an 

incorrect answer, thus providing information 

DreamBox can use to fully understand the 

boundaries of your child’s instructional level. 

We may even give the child a series of ques-

tions that might be a little too difficult for him 

or her. If the child does well, we move him or 

her on to something that might rely upon the 

understanding he or she just demonstrated. If 

the child doesn’t do so well, we provide the 

comprehensive set of lessons he or she likely 

needs to develop that understanding.  

So with DreamBox, if you provide too much 

overt assistance, answer for your child, or let a 

sibling or friend play on your child’s account, 

the system could temporarily attribute levels 

of understanding—or misunderstanding—that 

do not accurately reflect that of your child. In 

other words, the help you provide is actually 

giving DreamBox Learning inaccurate infor-

mation about your child’s instructional level.  

Naturally, your child may still want some help, 

even if you can’t provide it directly. Here are 

some tips you can use to provide this help, 

without giving him or her the answers or skew-

ing the adaptation data:  

- Encourage your child to make his or her best 

guess. Remind him or her that it’s OK to make 

some mistakes. We learn a lot from the types 

of mistakes your child makes and will respond 

accordingly.  

- Answer a question with a question (e.g., 

“What do you think?”).  

- Encourage your child to use the “Help” but-

ton in the upper right corner of the DreamBox 

activity window. On the first click, the system 

repeats the instructions. A second click plays 

more detailed instructions, often accompanied 

by an animated tutorial.  

- Ask your child to explain the game to you. 

Sometimes talking it through like this will give 

him or her the answer.  

- If all that doesn’t work, perhaps it’s time for 

a snack or a break.  

- Finally, remember that playing DreamBox is 

meant to be fun. If your child is still having 

trouble with one or more lessons, don’t hesitate 

to click the feedback button and let us know.  

How Can I Help My Child With His or Her DreamBox Learning Lessons? 
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         PARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Magazine and 

Gift Campaign Fundraiser.  Thanks to you we raised over 

$1500 to help support our students!  We appreciate your 

continued support!  



CROSS COUNTRY NEWS 

We will continue collecting new socks until November 

30th.  Thank you to everyone who has been sending in 

socks to help support Grimsby Benevolent Fund.   

A BIG thank you to the Park 

Community for the incredible 

donations you have made to 

our food drive.  We will con-

tinue collecting until Nov. 3rd.  

All donations will go to Grims-

by Benevolent Fund! 

On Wednesday, 

November 15th, Park 

will be joining schools 

across the region in 

Pink Shirt Day.  Staff 

and students are 

encouraged to wear 

pink to show that they 

are against bullying.   
Thank you to everyone for your support with our Terry Fox 

Walk/Run.  We raised $350 to donate to the Terry Fox 

Foundation for cancer research!  

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS DAY 

Since 2008, Random Act of Kindness 

Day® has brought Canadian communi-

ties together by engaging citizens in 

small acts of kindness and generosity. 

 The message is simple; do something 

nice for someone and ask nothing in 

return other than they do something 

nice for someone else. Part of the 

beauty of the initiative is that it doesn’t 

have to cost a cent. Holding a door open, words of thanks and en-

couragement, telling someone they’ve done a good job – these are 

the kinds of acts that citizens ‘pay forward’ on this special day. 

Our students will be capturing their Random Acts of Kindness on post 

it notes and we will display our little pieces of sunshine around our 

main floor.   

Our Cross Country team had a very successful season. It’s hard to believe it’s already over. Cross Country is a very difficult sport both mentally 

and physically. All of the runners should be very proud of their accomplishments. Everyone ran 2 fantastic races on a challenging course. Mrs. 

Coles is very proud of the students’ efforts, exemplary behaviour and excellent sportsmanship displayed at all of the meets.  

Hats off to the following students who represented Park School at the DSBN Cross Country meet on October 16th and achieved personal bests. 

Mischa E., Oscar K., Megan E., Brooklyn V., Reese M. and Evan F. 

Mrs. Coles thoroughly enjoyed coaching the students and watching their confidence grow as well as their ability to 

persevere as they improved their endurance. 

A big thank you to Mrs. Coles for coaching our cross country team this year! 



BATTERY RECYCLING CHALLENGE 
Our school is participating in the Ontario Schools Battery Recycling 

Challenge (OSBRC) by Raw Materials Company. The Challenge 

runs until April 20th, 2018 (Friday before Earth Day). Since 2014, 

students and their families have recycled more than 3 million single

-use batteries. The OSBRC prize pool has paid out more than 

$37,000 to winning schools  and every year, 10% is donated to 

SickKids Children’s Hospital on behalf of all schools.  

Why Recycle? Recycling single-use batteries diverts chemicals and 

reusable materials from our community landfills.  When we choose 

to recycle, we effectively displace the need to mine and refine the 

equivalent amount of resources from ore, a major cause of green-

house-gas emissions. 

To learn more about the OSBRC, please visit:  

www.rawmaterials.com/ontario-school-recycling-challenge/ 

The Elementary Progress Report 

On November 9th, your child will bring home their Elementary Progress Report.  The format was creat-

ed after years of consultation with parents, teachers, principals and students across the province.  Alt-

hough it looks much like the Report Card, the Progress Report has a very different intent.  The purpose 

is to share early and specific feedback on your child’s development of work habits and learning skills 

as well as his/her progress towards achieving the curriculum standards by the end of the school year. 

Reporting on the Progress Report is about looking forward and setting a course for the learning journey ahead.  Based on 

the evidence that teachers see, as well as what teachers know about learning at this grade level, the report communicates 

the path your child is on towards achieving the grade level expectations by the end of the year.  The Progress Report 

does not include letter grades or percentage marks for academic subjects; it instead identifies whether your child is pro-

gressing very well, well or with difficulty. For subjects in which your child is Progressing with Difficulty, the teacher will dis-

cuss specific next step plans needed for success.  We look forward to partnering with you and your child for a year of 

great learning and growth. 

Thank you for 

making our Open 

House a HUGE 

success! It was great 

to see everyone there.  

Congratulations 

Brooke M. for 

winning the Niagara 

Ice Dogs tickets! 

Noah is one of our helpful Milk 

Monitors!!   

PARK SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

Our annual Park Scholastic Book Fair will take place from November 21st 

to 23rd (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., closed during breaks) and November 24th 

(9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.). Each class will have the opportunity to visit the 

library and preview the books available, as well as complete a wish list of 

books they would like to purchase.  Students will be able to purchase books 

during the day, during their scheduled visit, and we will also be running the Fair until 7:00 p.m. 

on Thursday, November 23rd. We encourage you and your family to visit the library on this 

special night! Don't forget to mark it down on your calendar. This event is a great way to pro-

mote literacy and generate enthusiasm for books! It also benefits the Park Learning Commons 

by allowing us to purchase new and updated resources for all students to enjoy. Thank you for 

your continued support. We look forward to seeing you there! 

If you are able to volunteer your time at the Book Fair please contact the office!  Thank you! 

http://www.rawmaterials.com/ontario-school-recycling-challenge/


FAMILY NIGHT AT THE 

NIAGARA ICE DOGS 

On October 12th our Grade 6 

students spent the day at 

Walker Living Campus partici-

pating in the “Drawn to Life: 

Cartoon Animation” under the 

guidance of professional car-

toonist and artist educator, 

Mike Cope.   

Join us on Friday, November 17th for a Family Night at 

the Niagara Ice Dogs game.  Tickets are on sale now 

through School Cash Online for $15.00 

each.  Families attending the game are 

welcome to enjoy a pre-skate on game 

night from 5:00 to 5:50 p.m. (helmet 

required: ages 12 and under).  We 

look forward to a fun night at the hock-

ey game! 

The Ice Dogs will be visiting our school on Nov. 1st.  

We are hoping to play them some mini sticks hockey 

before they leave if weather permits!   

We have organized all of our students into various Colour Houses at Park. This is an 

initiative to encourage leadership and peer relationships and support across the 

grade levels. Each colour house has staff members who may be new to your      

child(ren) and peers they may not know. We find this encourages our younger ones 

to meet and know our older students. When they see each other in the hall or on 

the yard, we often see kids talking to each other or just even saying hello.   We 

have 5 Colour Houses:  The Blue Ninjas (Blue Colour House), Red Construction Pa-

per (Red Colour House), Purple Power (Purple Colour House), The Banana Chicks 

(Yellow Colour House) and The Green Machine (Green Colour House).  Each Colour House created a cheer.  Ask 

your child(ren) if they remember the cheer to share it with you.  We are very excited about our Colour Houses 

and look forward to the activities they will do together throughout the year!   

Our next Colour House Day will be November 1st, when the Niagara Ice Dogs’ come to visit!!!   



PARK SOCCER UPDATE 

 Check out our Website!! 

http://park.dsbn.org/ 

Congratulations to the Park School Soccer 

Team.  We placed third in our pool.  The 

team demonstrated perseverance and de-

termination!  A very special thank you to our 

parent drivers and fans!  We could not 

have done it without you! A BIG thank you also to Mrs. Penley

-King for coaching the soccer team this year! 

The soccer team members were: 

Aiden S., Aidan S., Josh A., Joaquin A., Megan, Brett W., 

Will , Morgan S., Brooklyn V., Charlie G., Jessica F-D., Sa-

mantha K., Reese M., Nathan , KaidenD., Evan F., Isaak  

L. and Julian S. 

Hello Parents, 

How fast is this year going already!  Halloween is upon us – the variety of costumes this year is outstanding.  If you 
feel overwhelmed with the amount of candy your kids collect, this may be a good time to introduce the Switch 
Witch.  Kids can pick 10 or 20 of their favourite candy and leave the rest for the Switch Witch to collect when every-
one is asleep.  In the morning, kids will find a small toy in place of the candy, along with a thank-you note from the 
Switch Witch!  Kids may also write a note to the Switch Witch asking if they can donate extra candy to the school 

food bank box. 

The Council would like to thank everyone for supporting our fundraisers so far.  Our first event with Fresh from the 
Farm raised $316!  The delivery date has been confirmed for November 20th.  Volunteers are needed to help or-

ganize bundles in the afternoon.  Please let us know if you are interested.  Bundles can be picked up after school. 

We finish October with the Halloween Dance-a-thon - which always promises to be a fun event!  We are planning a 

Family Movie Night for Friday, November 24th.  More details will be communicated in the coming weeks. 

The date of the next School Council Meeting will be November 28th at 7:00 pm.  All 
parents are welcome to attend.  Please check the Park School Webpage for updates 

on events, council members, etc.   

Thanks for your continuing support!  

See you on the playground, 

Sara, Miranda and Lisa 

SCHOOL COUNCIL CORNER 

On Friday, November 10th 

we will have our Remem-

brance Day Assembly at 

11:15 a.m. We will be col-

lecting donations for pop-

pies that morning.  This ser-

vice will recognize and express our apprecia-

tion to those who served and paid the supreme 

sacrifice in all world conflicts.  Parents are wel-

come to attend. 

Our Junior Choir led by Mrs. Munro will be 

singing O Canada at the Cenotaph on Satur-

day, November 11th.  

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

ASSEMBLY 

http://park.dsbn.org/
http://park.dsbn.org/AboutCouncil.html


PIZZA SURVEY 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

As you are aware our weekly Pizza Days are a fundraiser for the school.  This year 

we intend to use any funds raised to purchase additional technology for our stu-

dents to use at school. 

 

Currently, we purchase our pizza from Pizza Pizza and sell it at $1.00 a slice.  Re-

cently, we discovered that the cost for the pizza purchased is more than the funds 

collected for the pizza.  Unfortunately, this means we are losing money each week 

with pizza. 

 

We have looked into other possibilities and have come up with two options that we 

would like to get your input on.  One option is continuing to purchase our pizza from 

Pizza Pizza but increase the cost to $1.25 per slice and the gluten free option in-

creased to $1.50.  Our second option is to leave the cost at $1.00 but order our pizza from Little Caesar’s 

(there would not be a gluten free option).   

 

Please indicate through School Cash Online, which option you would prefer and we will go with the majori-

ty.  The change will not happen until January because pizza has been preordered until the end of December. 

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.   

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

H. Nunnenmacher 

Principal 

Park Public School 



Don’t forget to check out and Like our  

Facebook page.  We have been upload-

ing moments from our day, upcoming 

events and reminders about things going 

on.   

https://www.facebook.com/ParkPublicSchoolDSBN/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkPublicSchoolDSBN/

