
Dates to Remember: 

Dec. 3 to 7 - 5 Days of Giving 

Dec. 3 to 7 - Hour of Code Week 

Dec. 4 - Technovation Challenge 

Dec. 4 - Junior Volleyball at Caistor 

Dec. 4 - School Council Paint Night 

Dec. 5 - Gr 1 to 3 Nutcracker 

Dec. 5 - Gr5 & 6 DSBN Academy 

Presentation 

Dec. 6 - Junior Volleyball at Nelles 

Dec. 7 - Gr 4 at C3 Conference 

Dec. 7 - Lunch Lady Lunch 

Dec. 10 - M&M Meat Day 

Dec. 10 - DSBN Academy Parent 

Presentation at Senator Gibson 

Dec. 12 - Colour House Day 

Dec. 13 - Chapter Indigo Night 

Dec. 14 - Gr 1 to 3 at Deer Park 

Villa and WLMH 

Dec. 14 - Eco Friendly Door Deco-

rating Contest Judging 

Dec. 17 - Green, Red & White Day 

Dec. 17 - Holiday Carol Sing -           

Rehearsal 1:00 Performance 6:00 

Dec. 18 - Ugly Sweater Day 

Dec. 19 - Kdg to Lincoln Park 

Dec. 20 - Gr 5 to Shalom Manor 

Dec. 21 - Holiday Breakfast Lunch 

Dec. 21 - PJ Day 

Dec. 22 to Jan.  6 - Winter Holi-

days 

Wednesday -  Pizza Day 

DECEMBER 2018 

The week of December 

3rd we will be having 

our 5 Days of Giving.  

This week will be to support Grimsby Be-

nevolent Fund (GBF) as they need our 

help to spread holiday cheer to the less 

fortunate.  

Monday, December 3 is Macaroni Mon-

day.  Suggestions for items are macaroni, 

rice and canned items (sauce, soup, fruit, 

vegetables and meat). 

Tuesday, December 4 is Toy Tuesday.  

Please donate any new, unused toy for 

any age group. 

Wednesday, December 5 is Warm Up 

Wednesday.  Suggestions for items are 

PJs, socks, hats and mitts. 

Thursday, December 6 is Thirsty Thursday.  

Suggestions for items are tea, coffee, 

juice, almond milk, hot chocolate. 

Friday, December 7 is Fun Friday.  Sug-

gestions for items are cookies, popcorn, 

chips, granola bars and holiday treats. 

All items collected will be donated to GBF 

on behalf of the Park Community.  Thank 

you for helping someone else’s holiday be 

a little bit brighter! 

5 DAYS OF GIVING 

Throughout the week of De-

cember 3, students around the 

world will be participating in 

the Hour of Code. 

According to code.org, “The 

Hour of Code started as a 

one-hour introduction to com-

puter science, designed to 

demystify “code”, to show 

that anybody can learn the 

basics, and to broaden par-

ticipation in the field of com-

puter science.  It has since 

become a worldwide effort to 

celebrate computer science, 

starting with 1 hour coding 

activities but expanding to all 

sorts of community efforts.  

Over the past years since its 

inception in 2014, the Hour of 

Code has reached tens of 

millions of students in 180+ 

countries.”  

According to Canada Learn-

ing Code, “Learning to code 

can lead to rewarding and 

lucrative careers for our 

youth. That said, teaching kids 

to code is about more than 

just helping children under-

stand the technology they are 

using and secure employment 

in the future. At a fundamen-

tal level, it improves problem-

solving and critical thinking 

skills.”  

Classes will be participating 

in a minimum of one hour of 

coding this week.  Students 

are welcome to use the cod-

ing sites at home as well.  

HOUR OF CODE 
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         PARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

We want to 

take a moment 

to wish all of 

our families a 

wonderful holi-

day and a Hap-

py New Year!  

Whether you 

are celebrating Christmas, 

Chanukah, Kwanzaa, Eid 

Al-Adha or another special 

event this season we wish 

you time to spend 

with friends and 

family to make 

some wonderful 

memories. 

The Park Staff 

HAPPY  

HOLIDAYS 



Thank to everyone who helped make our Book 

Fair a big success.  We raised $1100 to pur-

chase books for our library.  A special thank 

you to Jacob Pascoe and Josh Campbell for 

volunteering their time.   

Each classroom had a draw winner, who received a Golden 

Ticket to purchase books at the Book Fair.  Congratulations to 

Emily D., Gavin M., Lauren M., John G., Lily M., Jaxson S. and 

Henry V. for winning the Golden Ticket. 

This year we had a whole school draw for the $25 worth of 

books for the winner and $25 worth of books for his/her teach-

er!!  Congralations to Beau K. for winning this prize.  Beau and 

Mrs. Coles had a great time selecting their books!! 

CLEAN YOUR HANDS 

Cleaning your hands is the most effective way to pre-

vent the spread of germs. Regular hand cleaning with 

soap and water, or an alcohol based hand sanitizer will 

reduce the risk of getting sick. 

Cleaning your hands should occur: 

Before preparing meals 

Before eating 

After using the washroom 

After coughing or sneezing 

After blowing your nose 

After playing with pets 

After playing outdoors 

Use warm water and soap and lather and scrub for at 

least 15 seconds if your hands are visibly dirty. 

For more information, talk to your school nurse or go to 

www.niagararegion.ca/health. 

DRESSING APPROPRIATELY  

With the cold weather around the corner, it is im-

portant that students are dressing appropriately.  Hats, 

hoods, scarves and mittens/gloves are particularly use-

ful in keeping the extremities covered. Also proper 

winter boots give protection from the cold as well as 

from slips and falls.  Winter coats and snow pants help to keep stu-

dents’ bodies warm.  

Please encourage your child to dress appropriately. The expectation is 

that students will be outside unless advisories are received from the 

School Board indicating extreme weather conditions. 

Indoor Shoes: With winter coming and students wearing boots, it is 

important for safety reasons, that students have indoor shoes to wear in 

school.  It is also very helpful if they can leave the shoes at school so 

they are always readily available. 

WINTER RULES 

When the snow is on the ground and ice is all 

around we have some winter rules that we ask our 

students to follow in order to avoid injury. 

Snow is to stay on the ground. No throwing or kicking snow. 

Students are not to be sliding on the ice. 

The playground equipment is off limits until the spring. 

Students doing any sledding down the hill must be wearing a 

certified winter sport helmet (a helmet for skiing or skating, a 

bike helmet is not acceptable) 

Please talk to your child about these rules and the importance 

of following them.  Thank you! 

BOOK FAIR 

The French Immersion program offered at Central Public 
School is open to all students in Year 2 (Senior) Kinder-
garten.  If you want your child to develop a high profi-
ciency and fluency in Canada’s two official languages, 

French Immersion has a great deal to offer.   

FEATURES OF THE FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM:  

- Development of French language skills in speaking, 
listening, reading and writing from Grades one to 
twelve; 
- Designed to be a second-language program for chil-
dren whose first language is NOT French; 
- Current enrolment of over 2,000 elementary students; 
- Certificate of French Immersion Studies awarded upon 
successful completion of the elementary and secondary 
immersion programs; 
- Opportunity to challenge the Diplôme d’études de 
langue française (DELF) exam in Grade 12 ; 
- Promotes understanding of different cultures; 
- Provides additional opportunities for employment using 
French as the working language; 

- Increased ability to communicate and interact with 
confidence in French. 
 

Registration will open January 7th, 2019 

For more information about French 
Immersion in the District School 
Board of Niagara visit 
www.dsbn.org/fi or speak to your 

school principal.   

A Parent Information evening will be held on January 

10, 2019 at Central Public School from 6:00 pm. 

FRENCH IMMERSION REGISTRATION 

file:///C:/Users/nunnenh/Desktop/www.dsbn.org/fi


Did you know you can 

download Microsoft Office 

365 through DSBN? 

Go to office.dsbn.org 

Log in with your child’s 

school user name and 

password.   

Click on “Install Office” 

Clikc on “Office 365 Apps” 

Follow prompts to 

download and install. If you 

have any questions please 

contact your child’s teacher. 

PANTHER PAW WINNERS 

Throughout the month students are 

awarded with draw tickets for display-

ing any of our Character Traits.  Each 

month a name is drawn from each class 

and the winning student receives a prize 

from our Treasure Box.  Congratulations 

to this months’ winners; Charlie M., Anna 

O., Aidan C., Izzy D., Lana G., Isaak L. 

and Chase C. 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 

There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transporta-

tion cancellations or school closures. 

At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the decision of whether or 

not to have children in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian. 

Should you decide not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools re-

main open, or if your child is ill or late, please ensure that you report the absence through Safe Arrival. 

A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning 

of the school year. Please let us know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be fol-

lowed throughout the school year. 

Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is available 

through the following channels: 

Websites:  www.dsbn.org  www.nsts.ca 

Subscription Features: DSBN Facebook, Twitter, NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts 

Phone: Niagara Student Transportation Services 905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant 

Radio Stations:  CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines, CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines, CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Cath-

arines, CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie 

Television Stations:  Cogeco Channel 10 

A BIG thank you to everyone who participated in our Poinsettia Fundraiser!  Thanks to 

your support we were able to purchase 2 additional Chromebooks!!!   

The winner of our “Lunch with a Staff Member of Their Choice” went to Hayden D. in Mrs. 

Knevel/Mrs. Khan’s class.  Mrs. Petrychanko/Mrs. Delvecchio’s class sold the most plants 

on average and won the pizza lunch.   

Families will be notified when the plants arrive for pick up.  Thank you again! 

GROWTH MINDSET RECOGNITION 

Our students have been working hard at 

improving their willingness to take risks and 

to persevere.  Students have been learning 

the importance of having a Growth Mindset 

as opposed to a Fixed Mindset.  The follow-

ing students were recognized for their 

Growth Mindset; Nolan C., Sam L., Lilly M., 

Alex L., Abigail B., Emily D., Brookly V., 

Maggie C. and Dean R. 

POINSETTIA FUNDRAISER 
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DREAMBOX HIGH FLYERS 

Our students have been working hard on DreamBox.  While using the program they 

are exercising their brains and improving their math skills.  Since the first day of school 

our students have completed over 5000 lessons!!!  That is amazing work! 

This month we recognize the following students for completing the highest number of 

lessons in their class.  Congratulations goes out to Dallas, Harrison, Beau, Theo, Daniel, 

Emily and Bethany.  A special congratulations to Theo for completing the highest num-

ber of lessons for the entire school! 

WHAT IF THE LESSONS IN DREAMBOX GET TOO HARD? 

The important thing to note is that DreamBox Learning makes calculated curriculum adjust-

ments based on students’ unique input and demonstrated proficiencies. If students are hesi-

tant about providing this information, then DreamBox Learning does not make these re-

quired adjustments.  

For this reason, if students make a habit of exiting lessons by using the “Stop” button, instead of completing the lessons, 

then DreamBox won’t assign them new, easier to understand lessons in a timely fashion. In worst-case scenarios, where 

a student keeps exiting the same lesson repeatedly and doesn’t try doing any other lessons, DreamBox can stop offer-

ing other lessons entirely!  

If your child is saying that his or her lessons are too hard, then watch him or her use DreamBox for a while, to see if he 

or she is using the “Stop” button when frustrated. If he or she is, coach him or her on when it is and is not appropriate 

to use “Stop” mid-lesson. Then encourage your child to push through every lesson, even if it is a little difficult or he or 

she has to guess or make mistakes, and you should see more appropriate lessons being offered. Remember, too, that 

the “Help” button is always available—one click repeats the lesson instructions, while a second click gives more de-

tailed instructions. Used in this manner, the “Help” button can help a child who is stuck on a difficult activity, and will 

not have a negative impact on the child’s score for the lesson.  

WHAT IF THE LESSONS IN DREAMBOX ARE TOO EASY? 

DreamBox Learning usually needs some time to adjust to students’ instructional levels when they first start. When stu-

dents begin using DreamBox Learning for the first time, they start at a level one grade prior to their current grade. 

For this reason, it’s actually common for a student’s first experience with DreamBox Learning to be “too easy.”  

Keep in mind, though, that this is by design—DreamBox is, as always, testing children to see what they already know! 

So, if your child thinks the lessons are too easy, then the best thing he or she can do is complete the lessons as quickly 

as possible, and to the best of his or her ability. By doing so, DreamBox Learning will determine that your child finds 

this material too easy, and will adjust his or her pacing and lesson placement accordingly. For best results, encourage 

your child to seek out the yellow-bordered lessons marked with gold stars (in the Primary Environment) or the lessons 

marked with gold coins (in the Intermediate Environment). These lessons give students the best and fastest opportunity 

to prove their existing knowledge, and thus they can move forward more quickly.  

Students are challenged to use  Dreambox for a minimum of 20 minutes a day 

over the holidays! 



COUNCIL CORNER 

 Check out our Website!! 

http://park.dsbn.org/ 

Click to access our        

Facebook Page!! 

Our Lost and Found 

is overflowing.  

Items will be out on 

display until Dec. 

21st.  Please stop in 

to see if anything 

belongs to your 

child.  Unclaimed 

items will be 

donated. 

The holidays are upon us, where has the year gone???  School Council is hosting a Fundraiser December 13th from 6:00-9:00pm at 
Indigo Fairview Mall, St. Catharines.  Come out and check some people off your Christmas list. 15% of final sales comes back to 

Park School. 

Sign Night is December 4th from 6-10pm! Come out and make a decorative piece to give as a gift or keep it for yourself!!! Thank 
you to Tara Vanderkooy for sharing your amazing talent and time with Park Parents!!! Cost ranges from $45-55 with $20 from 

each sign going back to Park School!! 

Fresh from the Farm raised $397.20!! Thank you to all those who purchased and to Lisa Batty for organizing Fresh From the Farm!!! 

An update regarding the Cross walk in front of Park.  An Observational Meeting/Walkabout will be taking place early December 

with the Region to determine how to make the crosswalk much safer!!!  Look for more updates on this matter in January!! 

Thank you to all who have come out and attended our Council Meetings!!! Our next meeting is January 22, 2019 @ 6:30pm. 

Please come and join us to discuss future events at Park School!!! 

Happy Holidays and All the best for 2019 

Park School Council - Miranda Green, Shannon Kubes, Nicole Mayberry & Lisa Batty 

http://park.dsbn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkPublicSchoolDSBN/


DSBN Academy is a Grade 6 to Grade 12 public school designed 

to support and empower students to be the first in their family to 

graduate from college or university.  

Come learn more about the opportunities offered at DSBN Acade-

my. All families are welcome! Please see below for the dates, times and locations. 

Parent Information Sessions 

DATE WHERE TIME 

Tuesday December 4th, 2018 PLYMOUTH P.S. - Welland 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Thursday December 6th, 2018 HARRIET TUBMAN P.S. – St Catharines 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Monday December 10th, 2018 SENATOR GIBSON P.S. - Beamsville 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Tuesday January 15th, 2019 DSBN ACADEMY – St Catharines   OPEN HOUSE 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 



Keep sending in your batteries for us to recycle for you.  Share with your friends 

and family that we are collecting your old batteries! 



We are collecting these at the school to be recycled.  If you have any that need to 

be disposed of please feel free to send them into the school. 


