
Dates to       

Remember: 

Dec. 4 to 8 - Hour of Code 

Week 

Dec. 4 - 5  Days of Giving 

(Christmas Treats) 

Dec. 4 - Junior Girls’ Volley-

ball at Gainsborough 3:40 p.m. 

Dec. 4 - Junior Boys’ Volley-

ball at Caistor Centre 3:45 p.m. 

Dec. 5 - 5 Days of Giving 

(Stocking Stuffers) 

Dec. 6 - 5 Days of Giving 

(Children’s Toys, Books, 

Games) 

Dec. 7 - 5 Days of Giving 

(Children’s Snacks) 

Dec. 7 - Gr 4/5 Intergenera-

tional Visit to Shalom Manor 

Dec. 8 - C3 Hour of Code Event 

Dec. 8 - 5 Days of Giving 

(Hygiene Products) 

Dec. 13 - GSS Winter Fest 

Dec. 13 - Holiday Choir Fest 

Dec. 14 - Ugly Sweater Day 

Dec. 21 - Holiday Carol Sing 

6:00 p.m. 

Dec. 22 - Red/Green/White 

Day 

Dec. 22 - Skating 1:00 p.m. 

Dec. 23 to Jan. 7 - Winter 

Holiday 

DECEMBER 2017 

The important thing to note is that DreamBox 

Learning makes calculated curriculum adjust-

ments based on students’ unique input and 

demonstrated proficiencies. If students are 

hesitant about providing this information, then 

DreamBox Learning does not make these re-

quired adjustments.  

For this reason, if students make a habit of 

exiting lessons by using the “Stop” button, 

instead of completing the lessons, then Dream-

Box won’t assign them new, easier to under-

stand lessons in a timely fashion. In worst-case 

scenarios, where a student keeps exiting the 

same lesson repeatedly and doesn’t try doing 

any other lessons, DreamBox can stop offering 

other lessons entirely!  

If your child is saying that his or her lessons 

are too hard, then watch him or her use 

DreamBox for a while, to see if he or she is 

using the “Stop” button when frustrated. If he 

or she is, coach him or her on when it is and is 

not appropriate to use “Stop” mid-lesson. Then 

encourage your child to push through every 

lesson, even if it is a little difficult or he or she 

has to guess or make mistakes, and you should 

see more appropriate lessons being offered. 

Remember, too, that the “Help” button is al-

ways available—one click repeats the lesson 

instructions, while a second click gives more 

detailed instructions. Used in this manner, the 

“Help” button can help a child who is stuck on 

a difficult activity, and will not have a nega-

tive impact on the child’s score for the lesson.  

WHAT IF THE LESSONS IN DREAMBOX GET TO HARD? 

sons marked with gold stars 

(in the Primary Environment) 

or the lessons marked with 

gold coins (in the Intermediate 

Environment). These lessons 

give students the best and 

fastest opportunity to prove 

their existing knowledge, and 

thus they can move forward 

more quickly.  

DreamBox Learning usually 

needs some time to adjust to 

students’ instructional levels 

when they first start. When 

students begin using Dream-

Box Learning for the first 

time, they start at a level one 

grade prior to their current 

grade. For this reason, it’s 

actually common for a stu-

dent’s first experience with 

DreamBox Learning to be 

“too easy.”  

Keep in mind, though, that this 

is by design—DreamBox is, 

as always, testing children to 

see what they already know! 

So, if your child thinks the 

lessons are too easy, then the 

best thing he or she can do is 

complete the lessons as quick-

ly as possible, and to the best 

of his or her ability. By doing 

so, DreamBox Learning will 

determine that your child 

finds this material too easy, 

and will adjust his or her pac-

ing and lesson placement 

accordingly. For best results, 

encourage your child to seek 

out the yellow-bordered les-

WHAT IF THE LESSONS IN DREAMBOX ARE TOO EASY? 
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         PARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Students are challenged to use  Dreambox for a 

minimum of 20 minutes a day over the          

holidays! 



We welcome Mrs. 

Del Vecchio who 

will be filling in 

for Mrs. Rooney 

while she is on 

maternity leave. 

ME TO WE 

Matthew H. & Isaak L. 

The first week of December in ME TO WE we are doing 5 Days of Giving to sup-

port GBF. GBF needs our help to spread Christmas cheer to the less fortunate. In 

particular, there’s a need for teenagers and seniors. 

The first day of giving is Christmas treats. 

The second day of giving is stocking stuffers. 

The third day of giving is toys, books and games.  

The fourth day of giving is child snacks.  

The fifth day of giving is hygiene products. 

On Friday December 1st students will receive a flyer in their agendas explaining 

the 5 Days of Giving.  Thank you! 

Our Lost and Found is overflowing.  Items will be out on 

display until Dec. 22nd.  Please stop in to see if anything 

belongs to your child.  Unclaimed items will be donated. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!! 

We want to take a 

moment to wish all of 

our families a wonder-

ful holiday and a Hap-

py New Year!  Wheth-

er you are 

celebrating 

Christmas, 

Chanukah, Kwanzaa, 

Eid Al-Adha or another 

special event this season 

we wish you time to spend with 

friends and family to make some 

wonderful memories. 

The Park Staff 

If your child is going to be absent, 

please be sure to notify the office 

prior to 9:00 a.m. We have an an-

swering service available for your 

convenience.  If you need to phone 

in the evening or early morning 

please feel free to leave us a mes-

sage.  If your child is absent and we 

do not receive a call, Mrs. Tomori, 

our secretary, will phone 

you and your contacts (if 

needed) to ensure that 

your child is safe.   

STUDENT ABSENCE 

WINTER RULES 

When the snow is on the ground and ice is all around we have some winter 

rules that we ask our students to follow in order to avoid injury. 

Snow is to stay on the ground. No throwing or kicking snow. 

Students are not to be sliding on the ice. 

The playground equipment is off limits until the spring. 

Please talk to your child about these rules and the importance 

of following them. 

DRESSING APPROPRIATELY  

With the cold weather around the corner, it is important that stu-

dents are dressing appropriately.  Hats, hoods, scarves and mit-

tens/gloves are particularly useful in keeping the extremities cov-

ered. Also proper winter boots give protection from the cold as 

well as from slips and falls.  Winter coats and snow pants help to 

keep students’ bodies warm.  

Please encourage your child to dress appropriately. The expectation is that stu-

dents will be outside unless advisories are received from the School Board indicat-

ing extreme weather conditions. 

Indoor Shoes: With winter coming and students wearing boots, it is important for 

safety reasons, that students have indoor shoes to wear in school.  It is also very 

helpful if they can leave the shoes at school so they are always readily available. 



FRENCH IMMERSION REGISTRATION 
The French Immersion program offered at Central Public School is open to all students in Sen-

ior Kindergarten.  If you want your child to develop a high proficiency and fluency in Cana-

da’s two official languages, French Immersion has a great deal to offer.   

Features of the French Immersion program: 

 Development of French language skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing from 

Grades one to twelve; 

 Designed to be a second-language program for children whose first language is NOT French; 

 Current enrolment of over 2,000 elementary students; 

 Certificate of French Immersion Studies awarded upon successful completion of the elementary and secondary immersion pro-

grams; 

 Promoting understanding of different cultures; 

 Providing additional opportunities for employment using French as the working language; 

 An increased ability to communicate and interact with confidence in French. 

Registration will open January 8th, 2018 

For more information about French Immersion in the District School Board of Niagara visit www.dsbn.org or speak to your school 

principal.   

A Parent Information evening will be held on January 11th at Central Public School. 

PANTHER PAW WINNERS 
Our students have been working hard to earn Panther 

Paws.  Every month a student’s name is drawn from the 

classroom bin.  Each drawn name gets to choose a prize 

from the Treasure Box.   

Congratulations to our October and November draw win-

ners! 

K1 - Bruce T. and Logan G. 

K2 - Emma B. and Nathan L. 

1/2 - Jaxson S. and Chloe L. 

2/3 - Oscar K. and Channing M. 

3/4 - Evan E. and Mischa E. 

4/5 - Haydon F. and Josh A. 

6 - Nate. S. and Julia H. 

CLEAN YOUR HANDS 
Cleaning your hands is the most effective way to prevent the 

spread of germs. Regular hand cleaning with soap and wa-

ter, or an alcohol based hand sanitizer will reduce the risk of 

getting sick. 

Cleaning your hands should occur: 

Before preparing meals 

Before eating 

After using the washroom 

After coughing or sneezing 

After blowing your nose 

After playing with pets 

After playing outdoors 

Use warm water and soap and lather and scrub for at least 

15 seconds if your hands are visibly dirty. 

For more information, talk to your school nurse or go to 

www.niagararegion.ca/health. 

Click to access our      

Facebook Page!! 

https://www.facebook.com/ParkPublicSchoolDSBN/


 

On November 1st, the Niagara Ice Dogs came to our school.  Three players came to the school and spoke with 
our students.  They shared the importance of making goals.  Sometimes achieving a goal takes sacrifices (ex. 
getting homework done instead of hanging out with friends or playing video games).  They talked about edu-
cation being key and perseverance and believing in yourself will take you where you want to go.  We learned 
some personal information about the players (their favourite sports, favourite NHL team and favourite Hallow-

een costume and candy).    

After their presentation we went outside and played some mini sticks hockey with the team.  The following stu-

dents represented Park during the game.   

K1 - Brayden M. and Samantha W. 

K2 - Henry V. and Rachel M. 

1/2 - Theo M. and Chloe L. 

2/3 - Luke S. and Sarah M. 

3/4 - Mischa E. and Adam S. 

4/5 - Charlie G. and Matthew H. 

6 - Brett W. and Nate S. 

VOLLEYBALL 2017 
By Aidan Se. 

Congratulations to the boys’ and girls’ volley-

ball teams this year. The boys have made it to 

the Championship and the girls have made it to 

the Consolation Championship.  The boys’ vol-

leyball team are playing Caistor Centre for the Champi-

onship and the girls’ volleyball team are playing Gains-

borough.  Thank you G.S.S. and YMCA for letting us prac-

tice.  It was really beneficial because we got to play vol-

leyball in a larger gym and with a real net.  We got to 

practice bumping volleying, serving and spiking.  Also 

thank you to the staff and students for helping us learn 

more volleyball skills. We would like to thank the coach of 

the boys’ volleyball team, Mr. Haggerty and the coach of 

the girls’ volleyball team, Ms. Ashton for supporting and 

helping the students to learn how to play volleyball. 

MY LIFE ONLINE 
By Olivia B. & Julia H. 

First he started off by asking us if we knew about 

Justin Beiber, Selena Gomez, Taylor Switt and Calvin 

Harris and how there are rumours about how they 

are dating.  He asked us to put up our hand up if we 

think it’s true and everyone did.  After that we 

played a game called rumour or non rumour and 

Olivia and Brayden went up and played.  They had 

to guess if it was a rumour or a non rumour.  It was a 

lot of fun.  During the end we talked about the three 

rules before posting a photo on the internet and the 

rules were: 

 Is it kind? 

 Is it true? 

 Is it you? 

NIAGARA ICE DOGS 



Thank you to Grimsby Benevolent 

Fund for donating some of their 

excess outdoor play equipment to 

our school. 

FUNDRAISER WINNERS 

 Check out our 

Website!! 

http://park.dsbn.org/ 

Congratulations to the following Fundraiser 

winners: 

For the Dance-a-Thon, Mason in Gr 1/2, 

Cali in Kdg and Adam in Grade 6 raised 

the most funds and received a gift card for 

Chapters. 

For the Fresh from the Farm fundraiser Har-

rison in Kdg won the draw and received a 

gift card to spend at the Book Fair.   

Thank you again to everyone for making 

our fundraisers so successful! 

Thank to everyone who helped make our Book Fair a big suc-

cess.  We raised $1100 to purchase books for our library.  A 

special thank you to Shaina Abratowski and Andrea Mason 

for volunteering their time.   

Each classroom had a draw winner, who received a Golden 

Ticket to purchase books at the Book Fair.  Congratulations to Josh B., Laine-

Marie M., Vraj P., Josh H. and Shannon S. for winning the Golden Ticket. 

At the Family Night purchases made earned a ballot for the Family Night 

Draw.  Congratulations to Matty W. for winning the draw.  Matty won $25 

worth of books as well as $25 worth of books for his classroom.  Matty and 

Mrs. Munro had a great time selecting their books! 

BOOK FAIR 

There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transporta-

tion cancellations or school closures. 

At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the decision of whether or 

not to have children in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian. 

Should you decide not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools re-

main open, or if your child is ill or late, please ensure that you call the school to inform them of your child’s ab-

sence. 

A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning 

of the school year. Please let us know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be fol-

lowed throughout the school year. 

Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is available 

through the following channels: 

Websites:  www.dsbn.org  www.nsts.ca 

Subscription Features: DSBN Facebook, Twitter, NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts 

Phone: Niagara Student Transportation Services 905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant 

Radio Stations:  CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines, CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines, CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Cath-

arines, CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie 

Television Stations:  Cogeco Channel 10 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 

http://park.dsbn.org/
http://www.dsbn.org
http://www.nsts.ca


DSBN Academy is a Grade 6 to Grade 12 public school designed 

to support and empower students to be the first in their family to 

graduate from college or university.  

Come learn more about the opportunities offered at DSBN Acad-

emy. All families are welcome! Please see below for the dates, 

times and locations. 

Parent Information Sessions 

  Time 

January 15, 2018 Harriet Tubman, St. Catharines 6:30 - 7:30pm  

January 16, 2018 Diamond Trail, Welland 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 18, 2018 Valley Way, Niagara Falls 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 23, 2018 Dewitt Carter, Port Colborne 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 25, 2018 Senator Gibson, Beamsville 6:30 - 7:30pm 

January 30, 2018 Peace Bridge, Fort Erie 6:30 - 7:30pm 

February 6, 2018 Open House at DSBN Academy 6:30 - 8:00pm 

http://harriettubman.dsbn.org/
http://diamondtrail.dsbn.org/
http://valleyway.dsbn.org/
http://mckay.dsbn.org/
http://senatorgibson.dsbn.org/
http://peacebridge.dsbn.org/


Keep sending in your batteries for us to recycle for you.  Share with your friends 

and family that we are collecting your old batteries! 



We are collecting these at the school to be recycled.  If you have any that need to 

be disposed of please feel free to send them into the school. 


